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Newsletter                                                      22 May 2025 

St James’ Church of England Junior School 
Upton Street, Gloucester GL1 4JU 

Telephone: (01452) 520714 
Email: admin@sjjs.dgat.org.uk 

Website: www.st-james-junior.co.uk 

Executive Headteacher: Mr Simon Millington 

Our Value for the year is Respect   Our Value for this term is Perseverance 
 

 

 

 

Important Dates & Holidays 
Take a look at the school calendar and term dates for 2024-25, 2025-26 and 2026-27 here. 

Friday 23 May  3.20 pm End of Term 5 at 3.20 pm 
Monday 26 to Friday 30 May   Whitsun Half-term Holiday 
Monday 2 June    Start of Term 6 
Thursday 5 June    Reading Café for Year 4 
Wednesday 11 June    Year 6 Leavers Service at Gloucester Cathedral 
Thursday 12 June    Rotary Children's Fun Day (Kids Out) 
Thursday 19 June    Reading Café for Year 3 
 

 

School Hours 

8.15 am Gates Open/Breakfast Club 

8.30 am School playground is staffed – children can be left after 8.30 am 

8.50 am Pupils come into school 

9.00 am First session 

3.20 pm End of school day 

Pupils should be in school by 8.55 am. All children who are late (when gates are shut) need to be 
brought into school by a parent to sign them in. If children arrive in school later than 10.30 am we 
may not be able to order them a hot lunch so they should bring in a packed lunch. 

Breakfast Club is available from 8.15-8.45 am. Children are expected to be punctual, but they 
should not arrive in school before 8.15 am when the gates open. 

 

 REMINDER: School meals are £2.71 per day and £13.55 for a week and should be paid in advance via 
Parentpay. Please make sure all accounts are up-to-date and in credit for next term. 

Parentpay logins for all children are available in the office.  The school office is open from 8.30 am – 
3.30 pm.  If you have a Parentpay account and our having problems accessing it; please contact 
Parentpay via their website. 
 

Doctors, Opticians and Dentist Appointments 

Routine doctors, opticians and dentist appointments SHOULD NOT be made during school time.  
Only emergency/hospital/orthodontist appointments should be made during the school day.  All 
other appointments should be made after school, at weekends or during the school holidays. If an 
appointment has already been made children should be in school before, if possible, and should 
be brought into school after the appointment, if time.  A whole day is not required for a local 
appointment. We may unauthorise the morning/afternoon.  Please email or text if your child is 
going to an appointment. If you have to make an appointment for your child at the beginning of 
the day, please inform the school, so we can expect them in school later and also order them a 
hot lunch, if required. 

mailto:admin@sjjs.dgat.org.uk
https://stjames.ovw7.devwebsite.co.uk/page/?title=Term+Dates+and+School+Calendar&pid=49


                        

 

 

Wick Farm Residential for next year’s Year 5s – October 2025 

REMINDER - The Trip has been offered to our current Year 4 children for when they are in Year 5. 

The trip will take place at Wick Court Farm from Monday 20th October to Friday 24th October 2025. 
It will give the children the opportunity to be a ‘Farmer for the Week’! 

The farm is part of the ‘Farms for Children’ Charity, it is a working farm purely for children and is 
based just outside of Gloucester. The charity has been awarded a substantial amount of funding for 
3 local Primary Schools from Gloucester, of which we were chosen and thus we are able to offer this 
residential trip to 36 children at a massively reduced price of £90.00 for the complete trip. 

We believe that the learning opportunity and the new activities they will undertake will be like 
nothing they have ever experienced and most definitely will stay with them for the rest of their 
lives. 

The children will stay in bright and cosy dormitory style bedrooms with en-suite facilities, and there 
will always be a minimum of 4 members of staff on site at all times plus staff from the charity.  

The children will take part in a range of activities from feeding the animals, grooming the horses, 
herding sheep, visiting a local dairy farm, bee keeping, bird and bat watching and tending to the 
farm’s gardens where they will pick fresh produce that will be used in the meals they eat and of 
course mucking and cleaning out all of the animal’s enclosures!! 

The children will have 3 homemade meals a day using fresh produce either grown on the farm or 
purchased from local producers. Many of the meals will be cooked by the children themselves in 
special preparation sessions with the kitchen team. The children will have some free time of which 
can be spent playing table tennis, basketball outside in a safe space, or in our classrooms, library or 
craft room which are all full of books, games and fun activities. 

Look at the fun they had on last year’s trip - St James' Church of England Junior School - Year 4 & Year 5 
Residential to Wick Farm - October 2024 

LIMITED PLACES AVAILABLE - If your child wishes to take part on the residential please bring in 
the completed letter slip asap.  Letters available from the office. 

 

Gloucestershire Grammar Schools' Admissions for September 2026 Entry 

The Entrance Test for September 2026 Entry (current Year 5 pupils) will take place on Saturday 13 
September 2025. 

Registration to sit the test is open between noon on Monday 19 May and noon on Friday 27 June 
2025. 

More information about the schools, open events and practice materials for the entrance test can 
be found on the individual school websites.   

The websites for the 7 grammar schools are below: 

Girls: 

Denmark Road High School  

Ribston Hall High School 

Stroud High School 
Boys:  

Marling School 

Sir Thomas Rich's School 

Mixed: 

The Crypt School  

Pate's Grammar School  

 

https://stjames.ovw7.devwebsite.co.uk/gallery/?pid=81&gcatid=20
https://stjames.ovw7.devwebsite.co.uk/gallery/?pid=81&gcatid=20
https://denmarkroad.org/
https://ribstonhall.gloucs.sch.uk/
https://stroudhigh.gloucs.sch.uk/
https://marling.school/
https://strschool.co.uk/
https://cryptschool.org/
https://www.patesgs.org/


                        

 

Caterlink – New Packed Lunches available on Tuesdays and Thursdays  

Caterlink are looking to expand the menu on Tuesdays and Thursdays. Please see below for our 
packed lunch menu that will be available on Tuesdays and Thursdays from Monday 2 June to the 
end of the summer break. 

One of the key benefits to pupils having a Caterlink packed lunch compared to one bought in, is that 
you know the menu is nutritionally balanced. It’s very easy for packed lunches that are made at 
home to be high in sugar, this can cause a sugar rush for the children at lunchtime. When the pupils 
come back from lunch, they can then fall into a sugar dip for the afternoon lessons, making them 
tired, irritable, and hard to teach. With the hot food offer and our packed lunch, we have reduced a 
lot of the artificial sugars to ensure the pupils have a more balanced, nutrition meal which will keep 
their body at a steady state and prepare them better for the afternoon sessions. 

   

 

 

Got a question? Need to know something? 
Please take a look at the website first before ringing us – www.st-james-junior.co.uk 

Term Dates ⚫ School Calendar ⚫ Trips and Visits  

 

http://www.st-james-junior.co.uk/


                        

 

 
 

 



                        

 

 

      
 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 



                        

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 


