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Newsletter                                              12 December 2025 

 

Illness in Schools 

Reducing the spread of illness this winter: Seven steps to healthier schools and higher 
school attendance – The Education Hub 

Is my child too ill for school? - NHS 

DGAT Advent Calendar – look at our amazing video! 
https://www.canva.com/design/DAG1rdpHVPk/sdy0ARwyhkH8mqKQH7flFg/view?utm_content=DAG1
rdpHVPk&utm_campaign=designshare&utm_medium=link&utm_source=viewer (Opens in Youtube) 

To view St James’ video only – look here. 

Please find above the link to the DGAT Advent calendar. Children in school will be opening a new door 
each day. The children then see they are part of something bigger.  

 

St James’ Church of England Junior School 
Upton Street, Gloucester GL1 4JU 

Telephone: (01452) 520714 
Email: admin@sjjs.dgat.org.uk 

Website: www.st-james-junior.co.uk 

Headteacher: Mrs E Gardiner 

Our Value for the year is Respect   Our Value for this term is Love 
 

 

 

 

 

Important Dates & Holidays – Please keep a copy of the term dates handy! 
Take a look at the school calendar and term dates for 2025-26 and 2026-27 here. 

Tuesday 16 December 9.00 am Christmas Carols at St James’ Church (Parents welcome) 
Wednesday 17 December  Christmas Jumper Day – Wear a jumper with uniform 
  Christmas Lunch 
 3.00 pm - Christmas Fair  
Thursday 18 December  Swimming for Year 5 
Friday 19 December  No swimming for Year 6 
 1.30 pm End of Term 2 at 1.30 pm 
Monday 29 December – Friday 2 January – Christmas Holidays 
Monday 5 January 2026  INSET Day (No children in school) 
Tuesday 6 January  Start of Term 3 
 

School Hours 

8.15 am Gates Open/Breakfast Club 

8.30 am School playground is staffed – children can be left after 8.30 am 

8.45 am Pupils come into school 

9.00 am First session 

3.20 pm End of school day 

Pupils should be in school by 8.45 am. All children who are late (when gates are shut) need to be 
brought into school by a parent to sign them in. If children arrive in school later than 10.30 am we 
may not be able to order them a hot lunch so they should bring in a packed lunch. 

Breakfast Club is available from 8.15-8.45 am. Children are expected to be punctual, but they 
should not arrive in school before 8.15 am when the gates open. 

 

 

 

 

https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Feducationhub.blog.gov.uk%2F2025%2F10%2Freducing-the-spread-of-illness-this-winter-seven-steps-to-healthier-schools-and-higher-school-attendance%2F&data=05%7C02%7Cadmin%40sjjs.dgat.org.uk%7Cd46b6b02077f4221923908de39651829%7C3fbe8332d38c4160b8fc1a07a014345d%7C0%7C0%7C639011303515978809%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=K8UPn3u2Fjw9hgnp9qZe2AVmuceu3T0oQbhORVsW478%3D&reserved=0
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Feducationhub.blog.gov.uk%2F2025%2F10%2Freducing-the-spread-of-illness-this-winter-seven-steps-to-healthier-schools-and-higher-school-attendance%2F&data=05%7C02%7Cadmin%40sjjs.dgat.org.uk%7Cd46b6b02077f4221923908de39651829%7C3fbe8332d38c4160b8fc1a07a014345d%7C0%7C0%7C639011303515978809%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=K8UPn3u2Fjw9hgnp9qZe2AVmuceu3T0oQbhORVsW478%3D&reserved=0
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nhs.uk%2Flive-well%2Fis-my-child-too-ill-for-school%2F&data=05%7C02%7Cadmin%40sjjs.dgat.org.uk%7Cd46b6b02077f4221923908de39651829%7C3fbe8332d38c4160b8fc1a07a014345d%7C0%7C0%7C639011303516022721%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=mw4ufTbT7ncOwVe9PDJ6pwmg3aqyUA%2BtNOAYOrwsBrY%3D&reserved=0
https://www.canva.com/design/DAG1rdpHVPk/sdy0ARwyhkH8mqKQH7flFg/view?utm_content=DAG1rdpHVPk&utm_campaign=designshare&utm_medium=link&utm_source=viewer
https://www.canva.com/design/DAG1rdpHVPk/sdy0ARwyhkH8mqKQH7flFg/view?utm_content=DAG1rdpHVPk&utm_campaign=designshare&utm_medium=link&utm_source=viewer
https://stjames.ovw7.devwebsite.co.uk/news/?pid=8&nid=1&storyid=122
mailto:admin@sjjs.dgat.org.uk
https://stjames.ovw7.devwebsite.co.uk/page/?title=Term+Dates+and+School+Calendar&pid=49


                        

 

Christmas Fair – this Wednesday 17 December – We need your help! 
Book/toy Tombola 
Please bring into school, quality, used books and toys for our book/toy tombola.  Please have a sort 
out at home this weekend and bring them in by Tuesday! Thanks! 

Raffle 
All the children will have brought home an envelope containing a book of raffle tickets. Please send 
back into school, in the envelope provided (sealed) with all completed raffle ticket stubs (keep tickets 
yourself) and the cash asap.  Each ticket is 50p and the whole book of 5 tickets is £2.50.  Extra tickets 
are available from the office and will be available at the Christmas Fair on Wednesday 17 December.  If 
you cannot sell the tickets, please bring them back into school for us to sell.  The raffle will be drawn at 
the end of the Christmas Fair.  

Bottle Tombola/Book/Toy Tombola/Raffle 
Thank you to those parents who have already donated bottles for our tombola, prizes for the raffle or 
items for our Toy/Book Tombola.  If you haven’t, please bring in by Tuesday. 

Please remember to bring lots of change on the day! 

PLEASE SELL AS MANY RAFFLE TICKETS AS YOU CAN TO FAMILY AND FRIENDS.   THEY WILL BE 
AVAILABLE UNTIL THE DAY OF THE CHRISTMAS FAIR FROM THE OFFICE. 

PRIZES: KINDLE, AMAZON VOUCHER, BEAUTY VOUCHER, TOY VOUCHERS, HAMPERS, 
HOLIDAY CLUB VOUCHERS, CHOCOLATES + MANY MORE 

Christmas Lunch and Christmas Jumper Day – 
Wednesday 17 December 
Children can wear Christmas jumpers, Christmas t-shirts with their school 
uniform on 17 December. 
If they have not chosen a Christmas lunch they need to bring in a packed 
lunch as there will be no other food choices on the day.   

 



                        

 

Year 4B Assembly 
4B did a wonderful rendition of the Good Samaritan. 

 

 

 
 



                        

 

Lego Club 

 

 

 

 



                        

 

 

 

 

 

 



                        

 

 

Read With Me: Pop Up Panto - HAF & HAP – Gloucester 
28 December – St James’ Church – 11.00 am – 4.00 pm 

SIGN UP BELOW! 

Event Information 
Age Range: Whole Family    Type of Event: Everyone Welcome   Event Type: Indoor 

Food Provision: Meal and Snacks Provided    SEND Friendly: Yes 

Booking & Ticket Instructions One ticket = One Child Place 

Activity Summary - The Read With Me Pop Up Panto is returning this December!🎭  This FREE half-
day event is suitable for children of all ages, and everyone can get involved - whether it's making 

tickets, playing a starring role or shaking a tambourine. The day will end with a final performance of 
our very own panto! 

*Please note that parents are required to stay and children must not be left unattended. 
Food Provision - All food provided will meet School Food Standards, offering a balanced meal with 
starchy carbohydrates, fruit or vegetables, and a healthy drink.  Meal provided: Self-serve breakfast 
available. Hot meal and cold meal options available for lunch.  Dietary options available: Vegetarian, 

Vegan and Halal  For more information, please contact us via the email link on the activity page. 

Accessibility & SEND Support 
We make reasonable adjustments to support children and young people with SEND.  Venue 

accessibility: Wheelchair accessible and accessible toilets available   
Support available: Quiet space available 

Families are encouraged to complete the All About Me form (link in next section) o help us support 
their child. You can also contact us directly with any specific questions. 

Supporting Your Child’s Needs 
We want every child to have a safe, fun, and inclusive experience at our HAF activities. Some children 

may have additional needs, diagnosed or not, and we know every child is unique. 
To help us support your child in the best way possible, please complete the forms below: 

All About Me form: https://forms.gloucestershire.gov.uk/AllAboutMe 

https://forms.gloucestershire.gov.uk/AllAboutMe


                        

 

  

 



                        

 

 



                        

 

 

JustCamps have kindly donated a place at one of their Camps for our raffle                                                                           
(to be taken up to February half-term) 

Camp dates at Sir Thomas Rich’s School are: 
• 22nd/23rd December 

• 2nd January 
  

We offer half, full day (0900-15.30) and extended days (0800 – 1730) across all camp dates.  

We are also offering a 20% discount on all places booked before 5pm FRIDAY 5th DECEMBER. 

We will be playing our usual mix of games and sports from Basketball to Football, Cricket to Rounders, 
Dodgeball to Nerf Wars and lot of fun Christmas themed activities, arts and crafts as well. 

Here is the booking link: https://www.justcamps.co.uk/register/ 
 
 
 
 

https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.justcamps.co.uk%2Fregister%2F&data=05%7C02%7Cadmin%40sjjs.dgat.org.uk%7Cf2e215c29e854580f6da08de30bca77e%7C3fbe8332d38c4160b8fc1a07a014345d%7C0%7C0%7C639001783989831560%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=5PfrPWk3JYqlEJ3KCLgEfY7Lx46aaGqRdFwzJ2Qwhbo%3D&reserved=0


                        

 

 

 


