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Newsletter                                                  23 January 2026 

St James’ Church of England Junior School 
Upton Street, Gloucester GL1 4JU 

Telephone: (01452) 520714 
Email: admin@sjjs.dgat.org.uk 

Website: www.st-james-junior.co.uk 

Headteacher: Mrs E Gardiner 

Our Value for the year is Respect   Our Value for this term is Integrity 
 

 

 

 

 

Congratulations to our: 

Values Cup Winners 

 
 

Good Work Winners 

 
 

Congratulations to 4A who won the weekly attendance award with 97.6% and                                               
5A who were runners-up again with 96%. Well done! 

mailto:admin@sjjs.dgat.org.uk


                        

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Important Dates & Holidays – Please keep a copy of the term dates handy! 
Take a look at the school calendar and term dates for 2025-26 and 2026-27 here. 

Thursday 29 January CANCELLED - Swimming for Year 3 (Hopefully will be re-arranged) 
Friday 30 January  CANCELLED - Swimming for Year 4 (Hopefully will be re-arranged) 
Thursday 5 February  Swimming for Year 3 
 Cake Sale after school – Please bring in donations from Monday 
Thursday 12 February Year 6 NHS National Child Measurement Programme 
Friday 13 February Swimming for Year 4 
 End of Term 3 at 3.20 pm 
Monday 16-Friday 20 February - February Half-term 
Monday 23 February INSET Day (No children in school) 
Tuesday 24 February Start of Term 4 
 
 
 
 

School Hours 

8.15 am Gates Open/Breakfast Club 

8.30 am School playground is staffed – children can be left after 8.30 am 

8.45 am Pupils come into school 

9.00 am First session 

3.20 pm End of school day 

Pupils should be in school by 8.45 am. All children who are late (when gates are shut) need to be 
brought into school by a parent to sign them in. If children arrive in school later than 10.30 am we 
may not be able to order them a hot lunch so they should bring in a packed lunch. 

Breakfast Club is available from 8.15-8.45 am. Children are expected to be punctual, but they 
should not arrive in school before 8.15 am when the gates open. 

 

 
Doctors, Opticians and Dentist Appointments 

Routine doctors, opticians and dentist appointments SHOULD NOT be made during school time.  
Only emergency appointments and hospital appointments should be made during the school day.  
All other appointments should be made after school, at weekends or during the school holidays. If 
an appointment has already been made children should be in school before, if possible, and 
should be brought into school after the appointment, if time.  A whole day is not required for a 
local appointment. Please email or text if your child is going to an appointment. If you have to 
make an appointment for your child at the beginning of the day, please inform the school. 

Head lice outbreak at school – please visit Let's fight headlice together - Once a week take a peek 

Coughs & Colds 

It's fine to send your child to school with a minor cough or common cold. But if they have a fever, 
keep them off school until the fever goes.  Encourage your child to throw away any used tissues 
and to wash their hands regularly, at home and at school. 

Sickness & Diarrhoea 

If your child has sickness or diarrhoea they shouldn’t come into school until 48 hours after their 
last bout of sickness or diarrhoea. 

Chicken Pox & other infectious diseases 
If you think your child has Chicken pox or any other infectious disease, please do not bring them 
into school and let us know asap.  If you do not know what the rash is, please see a pharmacist. 

 
Swimming for Year 3 and Year 4 – Please pay £2.50 every week unless it has been paid for in full.  
Swimming is a part of the curriculum. 

https://stjames.ovw7.devwebsite.co.uk/page/?title=Term+Dates+and+School+Calendar&pid=49
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fonceaweektakeapeek.com%2F&data=05%7C02%7Cadmin%40sjjs.dgat.org.uk%7Cf71dd83e9d4244aad5ca08de576f442a%7C3fbe8332d38c4160b8fc1a07a014345d%7C0%7C0%7C639044332573407049%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=YAYyVF7ATHuDErxRblNxueU9ZFHJulc9IapWzDaRtX8%3D&reserved=0
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/cough/
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/common-cold/


                        

 

HAF Holiday Voucher Scheme 

Applications for holiday FSM vouchers for the February half-term 2026 will be open from midday 19 
January until midday on 26 January. Voucher emails will be sent from week commencing 9 February. 

Families should check their junk/spam folders during this period.  If parents have not received their 
vouchers by 16 February, please encourage them to submit a query via the Microsoft 
Form HERE                                                   

This February half-term, Gloucestershire County Council will provide families in receipt of Free School 
Meals, who sign up to this offer, with vouchers to assist with food costs during the school holidays. The 
vouchers are funded through grant funding we have received, and they are separate to that of term 
time free school meals.        

The scheme is for children in reception to year 11 who receive Pupil Premium (benefits-related) free 
school meals and attend a school in Gloucestershire. We are unable to consider college and sixth form 
students, nor children who receive infant free school meals (available to all children from reception 
to year 2) - they are not eligible for this scheme. 

Families who have signed up to the scheme or who are already registered will receive a total of £15 
per child for one week. 

To find out more about the scheme and to apply, visit our holiday free school meal voucher webpage 
here: Holiday free school meal vouchers | Gloucestershire County Council 

Families who have signed up previously do not need to re-register for the February half-term 
vouchers - they will already have been included. Families that have previously signed up will need to 
contact us with any changes to their circumstances (e.g. if the number of children eligible increases or 
decreases). To ensure we reach all those who are eligible, we are encouraging parents that have not 
previously signed up, to sign up as soon as they can. 

Please note we check eligibility for the scheme by cross-referencing with the term-time free school 
meal register, so please make sure parents are registered beforehand. They can register by visiting 
the apply for free school meals page. If your school does not currently use this method, we will require 
confirmation from the relevant school for the child’s eligibility for Free School Meals. You can find 
more information on what schools these are on the link above. 

Using vouchers – vouchers will only be awarded once the parent has registered for the scheme and 
cannot be backdated. Vouchers should be used in the holiday period in which they are awarded. If 
vouchers are not claimed and have expired, they cannot be re-issued. Vouchers not received should be 
queried via the Microsoft Form HERE by the end of the holiday period.  

For any parents wishing to update details of an existing application, please submit an update 
existing details request via the Microsoft Form HERE so we can update details. 

Gloucestershire County Council is offering Bikeability courses during all 2026 school 

holidays. These courses are designed for children aged 9–14 and help build cycling confidence and 
safety skills in small groups with qualified instructors. 

2026 Course Locations & Dates: 

• Summer Holidays: Skillzone (2 sessions available) 
• October Half-Term: Pineholt Village Hall 

Course Details: 
• Cost: £10 per course (2 x 2-hour sessions) 
• Bikes: Available subject to availability 
• Booking: https://forms.office.com/e/vBSvziEEBk 

Got a question? Need to know something? 
Term Dates ⚫ PE Days ⚫ School Calendar  

Please look at our website first before ringing us – www.st-james-junior.co.uk 

https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fforms.office.com%2FPages%2FResponsePage.aspx%3Fid%3DVMeuX-NkFECbzOcvxzujEscrrjmmqQVGgV7evGDoK5RUMlZWNEpOWlNQT1VVUERYQUhRMVRJVVhBWiQlQCN0PWcu&data=05%7C02%7Cadmin%40sjjs.dgat.org.uk%7C66e9d3df0ba44beae30808de5740f757%7C3fbe8332d38c4160b8fc1a07a014345d%7C0%7C0%7C639044133731404558%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=g%2BsF1v6%2B%2BQZ8PQLahh4pj3sUQjZiTPPvXc69XOAe7qI%3D&reserved=0
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.gloucestershire.gov.uk%2Fholiday-school-meal-vouchers%2F&data=05%7C02%7Cadmin%40sjjs.dgat.org.uk%7C66e9d3df0ba44beae30808de5740f757%7C3fbe8332d38c4160b8fc1a07a014345d%7C0%7C0%7C639044133731440080%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=huCELIKeVBlgYAPsf3JLK0p3TetPFvL8Lv8K174huj8%3D&reserved=0
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.gloucestershire.gov.uk%2Feducation-and-learning%2Ffree-school-meals%2Fapply-for-free-school-meals%2F&data=05%7C02%7Cadmin%40sjjs.dgat.org.uk%7C66e9d3df0ba44beae30808de5740f757%7C3fbe8332d38c4160b8fc1a07a014345d%7C0%7C0%7C639044133731463021%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Kkc%2BY7RHxjqZJmzAuInPH6JND2fXTeG7h7nv1Srhac0%3D&reserved=0
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fforms.office.com%2FPages%2FResponsePage.aspx%3Fid%3DVMeuX-NkFECbzOcvxzujEscrrjmmqQVGgV7evGDoK5RUMlZWNEpOWlNQT1VVUERYQUhRMVRJVVhBWiQlQCN0PWcu&data=05%7C02%7Cadmin%40sjjs.dgat.org.uk%7C66e9d3df0ba44beae30808de5740f757%7C3fbe8332d38c4160b8fc1a07a014345d%7C0%7C0%7C639044133731494368%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=YGcQTDE01e0yBkqpwW%2Fzn23RRWpvTZx4zqu9pYZgYEc%3D&reserved=0
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fforms.office.com%2FPages%2FResponsePage.aspx%3Fid%3DVMeuX-NkFECbzOcvxzujEscrrjmmqQVGgV7evGDoK5RUOTUwRUVRRVpLSDY3WEpGUVoxODZBMURGWSQlQCN0PWcu&data=05%7C02%7Cadmin%40sjjs.dgat.org.uk%7C66e9d3df0ba44beae30808de5740f757%7C3fbe8332d38c4160b8fc1a07a014345d%7C0%7C0%7C639044133731531194%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=ikwv015isnSvW8E3w36Zu76qZzFaoa4I4QKvMPZiynE%3D&reserved=0
https://forms.office.com/e/vBSvziEEBk


                        

 

 

 



                        

 

 

 

  
 

 
 

 

 

 

 



                        

 

 

 

 

 

 


