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Newsletter                                                 13 February 2026 

St James’ Church of England Junior School 
Upton Street, Gloucester GL1 4JU 

Telephone: (01452) 520714 
Email: admin@sjjs.dgat.org.uk 

Website: www.st-james-junior.co.uk 

Headteacher: Mrs E Gardiner 

Our Value for the year is Respect   Our Value for this term is Integrity 
 

 

 

 

 

Congratulations to our: 

Values Cup Winners 

 
Good Work Winners 

 

Congratulations to 4A who won the weekly attendance award with 97.6% and 6A who were 
runners-up with 96%.  4A also won the termly award with 94.6% and 5A were runners-up with 

94.3%.  Well done! 

Amber won the House Sports award for Term 3.  Sapphire won the termly award                                     
and will have a non-uniform day on Friday 27 February. 
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Important Dates & Holidays – Please keep a copy of the term dates handy! 
Take a look at the school calendar and term dates for 2025-26 and 2026-27 here. 

Monday 16-Friday 20 February - February Half-term 
Monday 23 February INSET Day (No children in school) 
Tuesday 24 February Start of Term 4 
Friday 27 February Sapphire House Non-uniform Day (no cost) 
Thursday 5 March World Book Day Non-Uniform Day - Come dressed as your favourite 

book character! (No charge) 
  World Book Day – Change to normal menu TBC 
  Swimming for Year 3 
Friday 6 March  Swimming for Year 4 
Thursday 12 March  Swimming for Year 3 
Friday 13 March  Swimming for Year 4 
Thursday 19 March  Swimming for Year 3 
Friday 20 March  Swimming for Year 4 
Wednesday 25 March  Parents’ Evening – 2.30-7.00 pm 
Thursday 26 March  Swimming for Year 3 
Friday 27 March  End of Term 4 at 1.30 pm 
Monday 30 March – Friday 10 April  Easter Holidays 
 
 
 

School Hours 

8.15 am Gates Open/Breakfast Club 

8.30 am School playground is staffed – children can be left after 8.30 am 

8.45 am Pupils come into school 

9.00 am First session 

3.20 pm End of school day 

Pupils should be in school by 8.45 am. All children who are late (when gates are shut) need to be 
brought into school by a parent to sign them in. If children arrive in school later than 10.30 am we 
may not be able to order them a hot lunch so they should bring in a packed lunch. 

Breakfast Club is available from 8.15-8.45 am. Children are expected to be punctual, but they 
should not arrive in school before 8.15 am when the gates open. 

 

 
Doctors, Opticians and Dentist Appointments 

Routine doctors, opticians and dentist appointments SHOULD NOT be made during school time.  
Only emergency appointments and hospital appointments should be made during the school day.  
All other appointments should be made after school, at weekends or during the school holidays. If 
an appointment has already been made children should be in school before, if possible, and 
should be brought into school after the appointment, if time.  A whole day is not required for a 
local appointment. Please email or text if your child is going to an appointment. If you have to 
make an appointment for your child at the beginning of the day, please inform the school. 

CAKE SALE 

Thank you to all the parents and staff who donated cakes and came and bought them!  We 
raised an amazing £150!  This will be used for the children.  We really appreciate your support. 

Swimming for Year 3 and Year 4 – Please pay £2.50 every week unless it has been paid for in full.  
Swimming is a part of the curriculum. 

Got a question? Need to know something? 
Term Dates ⚫ PE Days ⚫ School Calendar  

Please look at our website first before ringing us – www.st-james-junior.co.uk 

We now have a School Shop – you can now purchase PE t-shirts, bookbags and ties on the Parent 
Portal. Please see page 2 to sign up if you haven’t already. Payments for Swimming, JCA 
Residential and all trips and school events will also be on here once we become a cashless school. 

https://stjames.ovw7.devwebsite.co.uk/page/?title=Term+Dates+and+School+Calendar&pid=49


                        

 

 
 

If you are a parent/carer and have not received a log in request for Arbor’s Parent 
Portal, please email admin@sjjs.dgat.org.uk and we will send you the details.  

 

Free 11+ preparation and KS2 learning + Grammar Test 

St James' Church of England Junior School - Free 11+ 
preparation and KS2 learning + Grammar Test 

We work in partnership with Atom Learning, the leading 
online Key Stage 2 learning and 11+ preparation platform, to 
provide children in Years 3-6 who are eligible for Pupil 
Premium with free Atom Home accounts. Atom Home is 
normally £575.90 per year. 

Atom Home provides Key Stage 2 learning resources, helping 
children build exam technique, subject mastery and 
academic confidence. 

If your child is aged between 7-11 and has been eligible for 
free school meals at any point in the last six years (please 
check with the school office if you are not sure), please fill in 
the form by clicking the button below. 

<<Access free 11+ preparation and KS2 learning>> 

For other families, there is a five-day free trial of Atom available: https://atomlearning.com/11-plus 

IMPORTANT – All parents need to sign 
up to receive notifications from school 
as T2P will cease this week! 30% have 
signed up so far. Please sign up over 
this weekend or half-term. 

A letter was sent to parents/ carers on 
4 February explaining the new Arbor 
Parent App and Parent Portal. If you 
have not received it, please look in 
your junk/spam folder or look on our 
website under Parental 
Communication.  An email was sent on 
Monday 9 February enabling you to 
sign up. If you have any problems, look 
on our website or contact Mrs Hayward 
in the office. 

Teachers2Parents (T2P) will cease 
working on Friday 13 February.  All 
parental communications will be 
through the Parent Portal/Parent App 
or via the school email system.  All 
payments for swimming, trips and 
residentials will also eventually be 
through the Parent Portal as we 
become a cashless school. 

Parentpay will still be used for paying 
for school lunches. 
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Girls’ Football Match Report – Thursday 5th February 

On Thursday 5 February, the girls’ football team took on Shurdington Primary in a spirited and 
competitive match. From the first whistle, our team showed real determination, working tirelessly 
across the pitch and refusing to give up at any stage. 

Despite their fantastic effort, teamwork, and positive attitude, the girls were unable to break through 
Shurdington’s strong defence and ultimately fell to a 6–0 defeat. 

Although the scoreline wasn’t in our favour, the girls demonstrated resilience, sportsmanship, and 
commitment throughout the entire game. They should feel proud of the way they represented the 
school, and the experience will no doubt help them grow stronger as a team. 

Well done to all involved - we look forward to seeing the team bounce back in their next fixture! 

Boys’ Football Match Report – Thursday 12th February 

Yesterday, the boys’ football team played a cup match against Coney Hill Primary School. They 
produced perhaps their best passing performance to date. Although the result didn’t go our way, every 
single player put in a fantastic effort — from an impressive penalty save, to outstanding defending, to 
confident dribbling that helped drive us into attacking positions. 

We now move into the Plate competition, where a mini festival awaits against our local rivals, Widden 
and St Pauls’. Well done, boys — a great performance to build on! 

World Book Day – Thursday 5 March 

Children can come dressed as their favourite Book Character.  No cost.  There will also be 
a change to the menu on that day (see below). 

 

 



                        

 

 

   

   



                        

 

    
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 



                        

 

 
 

   
 



                        

 

 

 
   


